Significant Changes to the 2008 TAF 
There are no changes to the reporting format for enplanements data in the 2008 Terminal Area Forecast (TAF); there are, however, significant changes for activity data.  Effective July 1, 2008, the FAA mandated new procedures for the recording of air traffic activity levels by air traffic control facilities (ATC) in order to clarify activity counting and improve alignment with the informational needs of the agency.  The new procedures are outlined in Chapter 9 of FAA Order JO 7210.3V and N JO 7210.695; please be aware that these notices are subject to change and that revisions will be posted to http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/orders_notices/air_traffic_orders/.   
The new reporting procedures have been incorporated into the Air Traffic Operations Network (OPSNET) and this has had a downstream effect on the (TAF) since OPSNET is the data source for operations data at FAA and contract tower facilities.  Because the new reporting procedures necessitate reclassifying operations, the FAA has also applied the new classifications/procedures to the historical dataset in OPSNET in order to derive a consistent time series going forward.  A brief summation of the changes as they affect the TAF follows below.
User Categories
User categories, that is, Air Carrier, Air Taxi, General Aviation (GA), and Military, have been maintained; however, Local GA has been renamed Local Civil whereas Itinerant GA remains the same.  This has been strictly a nomenclature change.

Reporting Procedures
In the past, activity reporting responsibilities were often split among multiple facilities; for instance, a terminal radar approach control (Tracon) facility might have submitted its own operations data directly to the FAA, or it may have passed on said data to an airport to convey to the FAA instead.  The new reporting requirements require each service provider (i.e., tower, tracon, and en route center) to electronically submit its own service counts directly to the FAA via OPSNET; this will reduce the possibility of reporting duplication and errors.  
Please note that in some instances tracons and towers are co-located at the same facility, these are commonly referred to as up/down facilities.  At this time, the same location identifier (LOCID) is assigned to both the tracon and tower at up/down facilities; therefore, the TAF query output for these LOCIDs will show both tracon and tower operations (albeit in different columns). The FAA is currently in the process of building new stand-alone tracons; as a result, many up/down facilities will become stand-alone towers as their tracon components are de-commissioned.  The new tracons will receive their own unique LOCIDs whereas the towers will retain their current LOCIDs.  This process is expected to occur gradually over the upcoming years.

Primary and Secondary Towers
Previously, the terms “Primary” and “Secondary” were applied to individual towers under a tracon’s scope of service to denote their respective relationship to a tracon.  The newly implemented data reporting requirements no longer classify towers as either primary or secondary.
Operations Activity

Airport operations (AOPS) activity in OPSNET has been divided into Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) and Visual Flight Rules (VFR) for itinerant operations by user category.    Please note that local civil and military operations are an exception to this rule and are not disaggregated into IFR and VFR.  
Because the TAF is not currently reliant upon the distinction between IFR and VFR for forecasting purposes, the following OPSNET source fields have been combined in the TAF:

	OPSNET source field
	TAF destination field

	IFR Itinerant Air Carrier

VFR Itinerant Air Carrier
	Itinerant Air Carrier

	IFR Itinerant Air Taxi

VFR Itinerant Air Taxi
	Itinerant Air Taxi

	IFR Itinerant General Aviation

VFR Itinerant General Aviation
	Itinerant General Aviation

	IFR Itinerant Military

VFR Itinerant Military
	Itinerant Military

	Local General Aviation
	Local Civil Aviation*

	Local Military
	Local Military

	IFR Air Carrier Overflights

VFR Air Carrier Overflights
	Overflights

	IFR Air Taxi Overflights

VFR Air Taxi Overflights
	

	IFR General Aviation Overflights

VFR General Aviation Overflights
	

	IFR Military Overflights

VFR Military Overflights
	


*Nomenclature change.

As more VFR data become available, it is possible that the TAF will delineate between IFR and VFR in future versions of the model.

Overflights

The overflights count in OPSNET is now divided into user categories; previously, ATC did not distinguish between user categories when reporting overflights.  In addition, towers in up/down facilities often did not distinguish between the overflights that the tower handled versus the tracon when submitting activity data to the FAA; this led to ambiguous counts for tower overflights (but not for the tracons).  Due to this historical reporting anomaly, tower overflight counts shown in OPSNET and the TAF prior to July 2008 for up/down facilities have been zeroed out because it is has not been possible to determine the correct historical counts.  The new reporting requirements have rectified this issue going forward.  For stand-alone towers and tracons and tracons in up/down facilities this has not been an issue; therefore, accurate historical overflights for these facilities are displayed in OPSNET and the TAF.  
Please note that overflights are still not applicable to local operations under the new reporting guidelines.

Instrument Operations
The former data series called Instrument Operations (IOPS) ended on June 30, 2008 in the OPSNET database.  The Instrument Operations data corresponded to a tracon’s total activity allocated across its primary airports in an effort to demonstrate the relative levels of service demanded by individual airports on their local tracon.  There is no replacement for Instrument Operations in the new reporting requirements or OPSNET.
Summary
The new OPSNET metrics showing the relationship between facility type and reporting requirements are shown below:


[image: image1]
Lastly, the TAF output now features a few changes, these are detailed below:

· The Total IOPS column has been eliminated from the Quick Data and Growth Rate Summary Reports.

· A new column, Total Tracon Operations, has been added to the Quick Data and Growth Rate Summary Reports.  
· A Total Overflights column has been added to the Airport Operations screen.

· Local GA has been changed to Local Civil on the Airport Operations screen and the Quick Data and Growth Rate Summary Reports.

· Historical data for Airport Operations and stand alone Tracon Operations extends back to 1990 instead of 1976.  Users who require data prior to 1990 should refer to the earlier versions of the TAF on this webpage.



















*Note: Local Arrivals/Departures are not classified as either IFR or VFR.
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